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to fix a minimum wage for workers in 1795 and iSoo failed,
and a petition signed by 130,000 weavers in 1807 for the
fixing of a minimum wage produced no Parliamentary
action. While the right of the State to regulate wages was
not abandoned, little was done to see that regulation was
actually effected.
•. The State also remained concerned with the Poor Law
system.    The Act of Settlement was designed to reduce The Act of
J	'	1-1	•	.	Settlement.
vagrancy: each, parish was responsible for its own poor, and
disputes frequently arose regarding paupers who left one
parish and went into another. The Act of 1662 had allowed
settlers in a new parish to be expelled within forty days
unless they lived in a tenement of the yearly value of £10.
But in 1697 free movement was allowed until the settler
actually became chargeable on his new parish, when he could
be returned to the parish where he was last legally settled,
which was responsible for his maintenance. The Act caused
considerable inconvenience, for a certificate accepting re-
sponsibility for his maintenance had to be obtained from
the parish, and if the parish wished to retain its population,
a certificate might be withheld. The parish would also wish
to be satisfied that the settler was going to obtain permanent
employment, because if he had to be returned the cost of
his return was borne by the parish of his original settlement.
In 1795 the issue of certificates was made unnecessary, and
the parish where the pauper was actually settled was made
responsible for his removal.1
The Law of 1601 remained the basis of the Poor Law T^e Poor
H&w
system. Relief was to be provided for the necessitous and system,
the aged; the able-bodied were to be set to work, and the
rogue was to be sent to the House of Correction. An Act
of 1722 forbade the giving of relief, except in the workhouse,
and this effected a reduction of the poor-rate. It was
followed by a stern Vagrancy Act in 1744. But public
opinion revolted against this severity, and in 1782 Gilbert's
Act was passed. Provision was made for the union of
parishes for poor-relief purposes; the able-bodied were no
1 For a discussion of the effects of the Acts of Settlement, see
Redford, Labour Migration in England, chap. v.

